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_” Fund and Bank Come Into Being 


On December 27, representatives of 28 nations 
signed documents indicating ratification of the Bret- 
ton Woods agreements, and deposited the initial pay- 
ment toward the expenses of the organization. Soviet 


Russia is the only major nation which has not yet — 


ratified the agreements. Official opinion in Wash- 
ington is that the financial institutions will be ready 
to operate in about six months. 


Atomic Energy and Other 
Things 
The foreign ministers of the Big Three meeting at 
| Moscow did not draw up a United Nations policy 
| for the regulation of atomic energy, but they did 
& suggest a method by which such a policy might be 
developed. Further, they succeeded in solving some 
of the problems which had been stumbling blocks 
in London last September. The first meeting of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations opens there- 
fore under auspicious circumstances as far as the 
‘present state of relations between great powers is 
concerned. 
On the question of atomic energy, the foreign 
_ ministers drew up a resolution which will be pre- 
a sented to the Assembly. It calls for a commission 
Made up of one representative of each nation on the 
Security Council, and Canada whether or not she 
is on the Council. The commission is directed to 
study all aspects of atomic energy, and to present 
recommendations and reports to the Security Coun- 
cil. Such recommendations would be made public 
) unless the Council deemed publicity to be contrary 
ep —° the maintenance of peace and security. 
| The commission is directed to draw up specific 
proposals for: (1) Furthering the exchange of basic 
scientific information for peaceful ends; (2) Con- 
trolling atomic energy to make sure it is used only 
for peaceful purposes; (3) Eliminating from national 
armaments atomic weapons and all other weapons 
& capable of mass destruction; (4) Developing effec- 


. 


tive safeguards, such as inspection, to make sure that 


agreements for control are carried out. It will not 
supersede established organs of the United Nations, 
but will rather make recommendations to them. 
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The Moscow conference further decided that: 


The peace treaties with Italy, Rumania, Hungary 
and Finland will be made by the nations who ac- 
tually signed the terms of surrender. Before being 
put into final form, however, the treaties will be 
submitted for consideration and recommendation to 
a conference of all the United Nations who took an 
active military part in the European war. 

A Far Eastern Commission of eleven nations will 
be established in Washington to formulate the poli- 
cies under which Japan will be expected to carry out 
the terms of surrender. There will also be an Allied 
Council for Japan, made up of the United States, 
Russia, China and the British Empire. This Council 
will be in Tokyo and will consult and advise with 
MacArthur, who will remain the chief executive. 

A provisional democratic government for Korea 
will be set up, to operate for five years under a four- 
power trusteeship. A joint United States-Russian 
commission will assist in establishing the provisional 
government. 

A unified and democratic China under the Na- 
tional government is the announced aim of the Big 
Three. Mr. Byrnes and Mr. Molotov agreed that 
both Russian and United States troops should be 
withdrawn from China as soon as possible. No 
date was set. 

Rumania and Bulgaria will be recognized by the 
United States and Great Britain as soon as certain 
specific steps to broaden the existing governments 
have been taken. 


Current Situation on Federal 
Aid to Education 


The goal of federal aid to public education re- 
ceived a considerable setback on December 12 by the 
refusal of the House Education Committee by one 
vote to report out the Ramspeck Bill (H.R. 4929). 
This bill was a completely new proposal which was 
drafted by the committee after considering other 
federal aid bills throughout the last session. It au- 
thorized the appropriation of $50 million for 1947 
and $100 million for 1948 to be used for equalizing 
opportunities for education throughout the country. 

The bill differed from its predecessors in several 
important particulars. (1) It made aid available to 


* ” 


public schools only. (2) It distributed funds on the feated by one vote is a blow to advocates of federal 


basis of state wealth, number of children to be edu- aid. Since the same committee will be considering 
cated, and the amount of state revenues which were any further proposals in the field, and since Con- 
devoted to education in comparison with the rest of gressman Ramspeck, who has spearheaded the 
the country. This last factor measures state effort | movement, is leaving the House to enter private in- & 
to support education and is a new concept in the dustry, the picture is not altogether bright. In the 
federal aid picture. No funds were made available Senate, however, the Committee on Education and 
to the wealthier states, thus making it a true equali- Labor is working on new legislation for federal aid. 
zation bill. This was probably, however, one of the It may well be that favorable action will come from 
major factors in its defeat as several votes were un- the Senate Committee and subsequently the floor, 
doubtedly influenced by this consideration. and at that time the House will again consider the 
The fact that this constructive measure was de- subject, with greater chances of passage. 
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